Essendon Vs Carlton
Hirdy described this game as a landmark day for this playing group and he is right, the currant playing group has taken big steps in their improvement with fitness and skill, but it’s the mental side of the game that the fit 20 players took giant stride in on Saturday. In previous years losing 2 players early would turn into a commendable loss, NOT THE YEAR! The maturity by the player to cope with the extra work load and the work in the coaches’ box must be admired. The general consensus is the Carlton should of taken the points, but let me remind   them that we had the last shot on goal, that we kicked 4.5 in that last quarter, Carlton could only say that they took the honours in the second quarter when we were still coming to grips with the fact that both Winderlich and Dempsey would not take any more part in the Game add to that McVeigh had a Hand injury that might of see him subbed off, no as an Essendon supporter you had to be PROUD.
    With a effort like this you don’t  want to single out any players just use the “all played well” quote but you could not go without mentioning Dustin Fletcher ,his goal in the second quarter and his match saving tackle was all class. His heroics should come as no surprise to the Essendon faithful as he has been pulling off these deeds since 1993 and hopefully for a few more years to come.
                                                 ESSENDON Vs COLLINGWOOD

  Anzac day, what a special time of year if you are a supporter of these two clubs, with a 2-1-1 record so far we could of  been looking at a undefeated record go into this game with a little bit of luck .The loss of Winderlich and Dempsey will hurt, with Slattery coming back from injury  and  the appearance of Reimers should lessen the impact slightly. It looks as though we will go in with the three talls, there is no question that we are a better side with Hille in the side and they say the tall guy don’t get any smaller in the last quarter. As with last week against Carlton Hocking and Howlett  could tag the Magpies playmakers in Swan an Pendlebury and as for a match up on Dale Thomas I would be tempted to give Heppell a go on him. As you would expect from the  premiers  they have a lot of players all over the ground that can hurt if allowed too. Our defensive pressure has to be spot on, we need to nail every tackle, win a good share of the contested ball. Key players for us will be Ryder, Hurley, Fletcher and Hooker these guys win their position then we will go a long way to winning this Anzac Day blockbuster.         
