Round 2 – “On The Road” – Matthew Lloyd Chairman’s Function

This week myself and Kerree made our second trip to Melbourne for the year.  Our first was early March for the Essendon Family Day, but this time for our first home game against Fremantle. The day started early at 4:30am as we were to catch the first Tiger flight out at 6:55am (with all the talk about Tiger’s reliability going around, I must say we have had no problems).  While at the airport we saw a few other Bomber fans with the same idea as us – to fly in and fly out on the same day. The flight went without a hitch and we arrived in Melbourne on time, a short walk to the Skybus and then in to Melbourne.  While at Southern Cross Station to save time we had a stop at the Travellers Aid to print out our boarding passes for the flight home later that day via Qantas. A short stop turned into about 1 hour, normally it wouldn’t take that long but there were a few issues with the computer. With that all done it was of to the Dome or Etihad Stadium (I prefer the Dome).
Kerree had booked us tickets for the Chairman’s Function in the Limelight Room, which was to incorporate the Lloyd Tribute. The function started at 12noon with a welcoming drink and a variety of foods on offer.  So the formalities tarted with a welcoming speech from our CEO Ian Robson who was chairing his “maiden” Chairman’s lunch with Essendon.  After Ian had his say about the future of our great club, he was to call on the guest of honour, Mathew Lloyd to join him for a brief interview.  Mathew told the sell out crowd at the function of what it was like to join Essendon as a 16 year old, his career and then taking over from James Hird as Captain.  Once he had thanked his family and all of those who helped along the journey, he was off to start his festivities on the ground.

This was the time for our Chairman David Evans to also give his “maiden” speech.  1:40pm was the magical time to take our seats outside for Lloydy’s lap of honour and the unveiling of the Lloyd End at Etihad Stadium. There was a slight hiccup with the cover of the sign, but in the end the Lloyd end was there for all to see. The function itself had a laid back family feel to it, with Easter Bunny hopping around, face painting and of course plenty of Easter Eggs.

I would say there would have been about 90% of the players there that were not playing walking around mingling. I must say it was so laid back, that for the first time I didn’t go and get any autographs all day, and come to think of it I would say I only seen Lloydy sign 1 autograph all day. I did have a photo with the great man, and also one with club favourite Jack Jones.  The function lasted till 5:00pm, where by this time the mood in the room was of disbelief.

From the function we caught up with a few friends for the end of game WHAT THE #@$# WAS THAT question – a question I still can’t answer.  It was getting time to catch the Skybus back to the airport for the return trip home.  This time at the airport I noticed more and more dejected bomber fans travelling back to Adelaide, still proudly wearing their colours.  I also think we all noticed across from our gate was the Fremantle team waiting to catch their flight back to Perth.  
8:00pm saw us arrive back in Adelaide, and with no luggage it was off the plane straight to the taxi rank then home.  Although we lost, it is still one hell of a feeling being at the ground to hear that air raid siren go off and watch our boys run through that banner.  Our Next trip will be Anzac Day, where I hope we will be 2 and 2.

If you have any feedback about your trips interstate, please share them – such as hotels to stay in or not to stay in, place’s to eat and drink and any helpful tips.

Send feedback or comments to:  bradleej@adam.com.au     
Until next time – GO DONS!!
PHOTO GALLERY

You may have noticed if you have been into the photo gallery, that there are photos of myself, Kerree and the Banners and that’s it.  We want to see the faces of the SA Bombers.  So, if you have photos of you with your favourite player, please share these with us, any photos of you and your Bomber mates all wearing their red + black armour send them in too.  You never know there could be a prize for SA’s biggest Bombers Fan.
Send your photos to:  bradleej@adam.com.au     

DON’T FORGET

This week at the West Adelaide Footy Club, we will be gathering to watch THE MIGHTY BOMBERS take on Carlton, so come on down and support the boys – 

the more there the better the atmosphere!
