ROUND 9 - Essendon vs Richmond

64,000 ventured to the "G" on a chilly Saturday night for the sixth “Dreamtime At The G” game and having talked to a few Richmond supporters before the game, the general feel was that we were in for a good win….
All indicators pointed to this being a show piece game for us, a game against lesser opposition where some of our risky play would come off.  Barring for the fist kick of the game (I will touch on this later).  

The next 20 minutes were just that, all Essendon, their run and skill was on show.  20 minutes into the game we had jumped out of the blocks to a 41 point lead.  All I could think of at the time was it possible we could kick 28 goals for the night.  Could we keep this up and turn this into a percentage booster?
That first 20 minutes it all clicked.  We had 7 different goal scorers; everyone was doing their share – starting with David Hille in the middle, Watson, Hocking and Howlett in the centre and Zaharakis, Hurley and Jetta up forward.  

After the initial onslaught, the game became an even affair.  Richmond were to kick 2 late goals for the quarter and 2 early goals in the 2nd quarter to cut the lead from 27 points to 15 points, but they were to get no closer for the night.  We were able to steady and take the lead out to 26 points at half time.
The 3rd quarter was again a dominant quarter, but unlike the first quarter we couldn’t put the score on the board – 4-7 for the quarter.  If anything we were keeping the Tigers in the game, that and their full-forward Jack Riewoldt, who ended the night with 6 goals.  If we had that killer instinct, the margin should have blown out to beyond 60 points by 3 quarter time, not 41 points.
The last quarter seen Richmond out score us, adding 6-3 to our 5-3 to make the final margin 35 points.  A comfortable win and the first time this year we have been able to put together back to back wins.
ESSENDON       
7.1       10.6      14.13     19.16  130
Richmond

2.4       5.7        8.8         14.11   95

We had 14 goal scorers for the night (should have been 15) – Jason Winderlich’s 3 points could easily have been three goals.
Now I will touch on the start of the game.  How disappointing to have such a build up to the game with all the pre-game festivities, a big crowd just waiting for that first bounce and it starts with a free kick in Richmond’s forward lines. What a let down and the free was against Tate for protecting his arm. Riewoldt was trying to punch Tate in the arm; something the Bulldogs tried when Lloyd returned from his finger injury back in 2002, to me this kind of crap is not in the spirit of the game!!
My Best:
David Hille was dominant all over the ground, in ruck he had 23 hit outs, up forward he presented himself and kicked 3 goals and around the ground he was able to take marks and use his big body to break open packs for the smaller ground players.
Jobe Watson collected his 28 disposals in a workman like display, something we have come to expect from our captain.

Leroy Jetta showed with his hard tackling in the forward line and some of his instinctive knock ons, that he has a lot to offer this side – probably his best game for the club, let’s hope he can back it up with a good performance on Friday night.

One of my favourites Sam Lonergan, a good consistent trier all night, he might not get the accolades like some players, but he is just as effective.
Dustin Fletcher was again unpassable, his efforts until taken off with a back spasm, was superb.

Also special mentions to Heath Hocking and David Myers, solid performers all night.

 

The Week Ahead:
This Friday night at the Dome against the Bulldogs, we would probably go in as underdogs as they are 4th and we are 10th, but recent form suggests that we are up for this game.  The loss of Jake Melksham will be a blow; hopefully it will only be for one week.  But with players like Lovett-Murray, Reimers, Houli, Williams and possibly Dyson, we finally have the depth to cover.  If we are to play finals then we need to beat these sides in the top four.  The Bulldogs have Barry Hall as there main go to man, if Tate can keep his input to a minimum that will be a start.  The Bullies are a very skilful group of players, let them loose and they will carve us up.  So the pressure applied from are small tackling brigade has to be on from start to finish.  Again this should be a game where our Ruckmen should continue their good form. 
My Tip:  ESSENDON by 14 points.
                            
Any feedback welcome at:  bradleej@adam.com.au  
Go Dons!!
STAY TUNED FOR SOME EXCITING NEWS ABOUT A PLAYERS BREAKFAST FUNCTION AFTER THE ADELAIDE GAME.  DETAILS SHOULD BE MORE CLEAR WITHIN THE WEEK.
 

