ROUND 11, 12, 13 – Essendon vs Sydney / Geelong / Hawthorn
Hello Everyone:

It's been three games since my last match review, there is no excuse for falling this far behind, I can only say I have fallen under the spell of the World Cup and helping with arranging our forthcoming breakfast with the team after the Crows game. 
So with games against Sydney, Geelong and Hawthorn all ending with the same result, a loss! 
Which takes us to a 5-8 win loss ratio and 2 games out of the top eight and with our final nine matches remaining against at least 5 top 8 sides the road ahead looks tough, but not impossible. 
If we take 11 wins as the magical figure to make the finals this year (last year we made it with 10 wins) then we need to win 6 more, so the must win match's would be against West Coast at the Dome, Brisbane at the Dome, Melbourne and North Melbourne, they are my MUST win games. 
That leaves us with 2 more, Adelaide in Adelaide should be chalked down as a win, but only for the fact that we are playing interstate makes it a 50/50 game, but with the mid season break players should come back refreshed and looking forward to these challengers. On the positive side we have Hille and Monfries to return, on the negatives Pears and Fletcher out, I think the negatives out weigh the positives so throw in the return of Dempsey and I think we can put this in the WIN pile. 
That leaves one more win and our opponents are Saint Kilda, Carlton, Collingwood and the Western Bulldogs, three of these teams we have already defeated this year, I think our best chance will be against Carlton or the Western Bulldogs, so if everything goes to plan it may come down to the last game as it did last year.
Sydney 

With all that said lets cast our minds back to the Sydney game, and what is it about the interstate sides, we just can’t seem to beat them weather at home or away, 0-4 this stat could prove crucial in the final analysis of the year, what seemed to beat us in Sydney was that the Swans played the S.C.G smarter, they won the toss and kicked against the breeze WHY, my theory is they knew it would get stronger, and it did, that last quarter not only was the wind stronger but the threatening rain finally came and did it pour. The margin didn't, get out to greater than 9pts, in fact going into the last quarter scores were all tired up, with the wind the rain and both Hille and Monfries off with hammys, the task proved too big to overcome. Good Sign from the team was the fact that they at no stage throw in the towel, if not for a little bit of luck Winderlich could of snagged two vital last quarter goals and changed the outcome, but instead it was Goodes that was able to bob up a put the game beyond our reach. GOOD PLAYERS: really you couldn’t really single out anyone, if I have to I would say Leroy Jetta, Brent Prismall, Mark McVeigh and Heath Hocking and a special mention to Brett Kirk! Why because for the first time this year our captain was shut out of the game, and although Jobe was named in the best players his influence on the game was minimal.       
ESS 2.2  7.5  11.6  12.8
SYD 3.3  7.5  10.12  12.17
 

Geelong 

The following week saw us take on the bench mark for the last 4 years in Geelong, and before the game there seemed to be a feeling that this might be our night, after all we only went down to them in the first round by 31 pts, we had our chances but failed to capitalise. Our form over the previous month had been good, Geelong had a few good players out, YES this was going to be the night that the RED and BLACK UNITE. We could not of asked for a better start, a goal within the first couple of minutes thanks to the quick thinking of Leroy Jetta, but this euphoria was not to last, IT was like us kicking the first goal was the on switch to the Geelong machine, Ablett, Selwood and Bartel could not be stopped out of the middle, the rotation through the centre of Welsh, Winderlich and Myers were no match for the Cats top trio, even with Ryder proving to be the dominate ruckman on the night. We were having to fight for every possession, what Geelong would make look clean; we would make look hard and dirty. I have said it before in earlier match reviews but it is still there, and I speak of turnovers, we were made to pay from bad passes back into the corridor from Watson or Ryder squaring up to centre half forward where a spoil from Geelong cause the ball to travel through the Geelong goal in three easy moves. Even though Geelong went into the half time break 18 pts up, we had our chances to be closer, Gumbleton had 2 shots on goal from within 50 and brought up a minor score on one occasion and failed to score on the other, my theory is he choked! Scott doesn’t have the greatest of kicking styles at the best of times, and under pressure there is even a greater margin for error. WE had our chance to hit the front mid way through the second quarter had Alwyn not hit the post, but they are the snaps that need to be nailed, at the other end Johnson would have no trouble in putting it through for a goal. I hated thinking it but it did seem like we were treading water. That proved to be the case; Geelong took control from the opening minute of the second half.  There is no point going in to detail about the second half as it was all the Cats. Many say our second half fade out was due to the heavy conditions in Sydney the previous week, I think we did hit the wall, we had played some decent footy over the previous 5 weeks, so this lose against Geelong was not unexpected, and the margin of 71 pts is not a true indicator of the game. GOOD PLAYERS:  if it wasn’t for Hurley, Davey and Watson we might have been looking at a half time deficit of 71 pts.
         
ESS   4.3   8.3   10.9   12.11  83
Geel  6.3   11.6   16.11   23.16
 

Hawthorn

Round 13 Friday night under lights against Hawthorn, with another quick start, goals to Lonergan and McVeigh it seemed the boys after two defeats had come to play, BUT as in previous matches we went to sleep, and we can thank our lucky stars that Hawthorn couldn’t kick straight. We had got ourselves in a situation where we were playing catch up football most of the night, and I think you would agree that we were playing it rather well. Through hard work we got ourselves back into the game. The tackling pressure from Jetta and Davey were major reasons for our revival, Andrew Welsh cut Luke Hodge out of the game, Pat Ryder was doing everything, Prismall was racking up touches Melksham was adding to his highlight reel and Winderlich was the play maker in the centre. For every up there must be a down, and there was one obstacle that stood between us and victory, Hawthorns #23, that goal he kicked in the last quarter where Cale tried to run him down was goal of the year. Speaking of Hooksey I thought he did well, we have always had trouble with the power forwards, the only one I can think of that we held our own against was Lockett, and that was because Sheedy would have him double teamed, something you can’t afford to do these days. Low lights for the evening, Tayte Pears who ended up doing a stint in hospital and the report and suspension of Dustin Fletcher for two games for kneeing. You think players would learn, against Hawthorn earlier in the year we lost Welshy for 4 game because of kneeing now Fletch for 2 .This might be harsh but Fletch has let us down, you could argue that his absence from the Sydney game was the difference, but now we have to go in to games against Adelaide and Melbourne without not only him but Tait as well.
     
ESS   3.1   5.6   9.7   13.8
Haw   5.7   8.9   9.13   14.18
THE WEEK AHEAD:  
Adelaide in Adelaide.  This is the game being a SA based Bombers supporter you don’t want to lose, every game is vital on the road to the finals, and the Crows are world beaters now they have beaten Melbourne, time will tell.      GO DONS!!
