Essendon vs Saint Kilda – Mission 3
I for one must put up my hand and say I got carried away with the Bulldogs win, only on Saturday past on the tram coming back from watching Bendigo get flogged  at Visy Park by the Bullants I was talking to another supporter about the prospect of going into Anzac Day undefeated – that is not the case now.  “Take one game at a time” someone once said, and that is how we should look at this point in time.  No matter what our past record against Saint Kilda is, at 4 o’clock Sunday it counts for nothing.
It is good to see that both Gumbleton and Colyer have made the 26 man squad, their reward for the only 2 shinning lights for Bendigo.  The only out at the moment is Myers with a hand injury, Monfries make his return from a week off, and I think he could be a starter in the 18,I also think Lovett-Murray will come into the side as Myers replacement.  There will be a few disappointed players that won’t make this week’s side, but selection pressure can only be good for the team.
On the other side of the coin Saint Kilda would be disappointed with their start to the season, but really with all the off seasons goings on around the Saints is it really a surprise?  They may have lost one of their best players through a knee injury, but they still have enough big guns to hurt when firing. 
I said in round one if Hooker can hold Hall that it would help us on the way to victory, the same goes if Hooksey can hold Riewoldt to a few goals, Milne needs to be kept quiet too he kicked 4.7 last week we can’t afford to give him 11 shots on goal! 
The battle of the mid field should be a cracker, Watson’s in good form, Stanton is a ball winner who needs to get over his early nerves and Winderlich on the wing looks so much better, I hope he has the confidence to just run and carry the ball.  
Our two ruckman should dominate their position, Belly has taken giant leap in the pre-season and his good form should continue.  
Up forward we need a bigger contribution from Zaka and Crameri.  This week should take some pressure of Hurley and Ryder and with Monfries back we have a potential 12 - 16 goal forward line. 
Saint Kilda has made their recent name on frontal pressure, but one feels that IF we can get away to a good start then there will be no stopping us.  
My Tip – ESSENDON by 34 points.
