Round 7 – Essendon vs Port 
Firstly, let me start with apologising for not submitting my match review of the Port Adelaide game.  All I can say is I had a touch of the Windy Hill Flu.  So, before I get to the Saint Kilda game, let me just touch on the Port encounter.
To give a quick summary would be just to say "WE LOST" not that we got beaten, not that the game was stolen from us.  The simple fact is we let 4 points slip and in a year where we have drawn the toughest draw, games at home against interstate sides should be marked down as a win.  The highlight of the game was Jake Melksham’s first goal in AFL Football – a class act.

    
Round 8 – Essendon vs Saint Kilda 
Now to Saint Kilda…

Expectations were high for this game – remember we were the first side to beat them last year and with the form we have been showing over the last 3 weeks another victory against the Saints was not out of the question.
With Saint Kilda coming off a big loss the previous round maybe it needs to show the football world that they can cover the loss of their "Great Blonde Hope".  The stage was set for a ripper and the 40 odd thousand at the Dome were not to be disappointed.  The pressure from both sides was on from the start.  The fact that it took 9 1/2 minutes for the first score tell me that there were no easy kicks and both sides’ backlines were on their game.
The score line after the first quarter was 1.4 to 2.3 the Saints way.  Maybe it should have been closer (if not for a cheap goal given to the Saints because of a judgement error by Hooksey).  The only two deliberate rushed behind free kicks have been given this year – both against us and both were the wrong call.  Speaking about the Umpires, I did feel that the umpiring in the first half was a little one sided.  You couldn’t touch the Saint’s – just ask Spike, penalised for just wanting to win the hard ball.  David Hille’s late bump on Goddard saw Hille reported for the third time this year (the charge has since been dropped).  What we don’t need is to lose another senior player through suspension.  
All players were putting in and it’s just a pity to see players win the hard ball only to give it up so easy through an error by hand or foot.
The second term is where I believe we were able to set up the win.  With Hooksey going down with a hammy 5 minutes into the quarter meant Hurley going into the backlines and the ruckmen given a key position up forward.  Two moves that worked, as both Hille and Ryder were able to kick 7 goals between them.  

The pattern of the game for the first 3 quarters was that the Saints would get out to a couple of goals lead then we would hit back, this happened on a number of occasions.  It wasn’t until late in the 3rd quarter that we were able to get a 7point break leading into the last quarter.  The last 1/4 was always going to be a nail biter.  It didn’t take Saint Kilda long to regain the lead.  A couple of big grabs from Kosi and Gardiner.  Were we about to surrender for the second time in 8 days?  NO CHANCE – not this week.  2 goals from Pat Ryder and a long bomb from Monfries put the game beyond Saint Kilda and for Essendon to record their third win for the season by 12 points.
ESSENDON 

1.4    6.4  10.6  14.9
SAINT KILDA
2.3    5.8   7.11 11.15
Best players in my eye’s – I thought was Heath Hocking who played his best game for the year.  His bullocking work in the packs, vision to bring players into the game and this week he backed himself to kick a goal when inside the fifty.  Fletcher was Fletcher – reliable, cool in a crisis, maybe Fletch relishes the extra pressure that was put on him with both Pears and Hooker missing. Both ruckmen, Hille and Ryder – it has taken 8 weeks to see them work as targets not just around the ground but also up forward.  Dempsey and Atkinson’s run from the backline broke the Saint Kilda zone defence on a number of occasions and Jake Melksham has shown poise to finish the play.  Good signs also from Winderlich and Davey, both were more confident this week to run with the ball and break through lines, both look better players when they take the game on.

 

This week it’s off to the "G" for the Dreamtime game.  Make no mistake, if the players attitude is not what it should be, then this will become a danger game.  At 3 and 5 it’s one we need to win – play the style we have over the last 3 weeks and we will get the chockys.  

Coming back into selection contention will be Lovett-Murray and Lonergan.  The hole left by the loss of Hooker will be a big one, maybe Hurley goes down back and Neagle to go forward?  There are a lot of possibilities, with the form that Bendigo is in.  

Bottom line is, let’s skin the Tigers this week!!  

GO DONS…..
