Round 5 – Essendon vs Collingwood
Since Sunday I’ve been trying to think of how I was going to start this match review.  Should I follow the previous format and write about the highlights of the match quarter by quarter, then finish of with a positive spin?  BUT I CAN’T, so let’s start with the day itself.
Anzac Day should have a special place in every Australians heart, and to get up early and go to the Dawn Service should be experienced at least once in your life, and to be an Essendon supporter I feel proud to be to be a part of this great day.  The pre-game entertainment with David Campbell singing “You’ll Never Walk Alone” was a treat (and being a Liverpool supporter also made it all the more special).  The sound of the bugle playing the last post, the minute silence and the national anthem had all my emotion building up to the first bounce and then let it all out in one big "Carn Bombers".  Alas, it was the last cheer with any sort of optimism, once the game started – it was all down hill.  

To not score a goal in the first quarter in such a big game is terrible.  We had our chances – a set shot from Hille went wide, a contested mark on the goal line from Ryder also saw a point as the end result, but the miss from Gumbleton was to set the tone for the rest of the game. It seemed every Essendon supporters heart dropped when Maxwell got his hand to the ball, but I must say although Scott stuffed up on that occasion he did work hard for the rest of game.
Gumbleton’s goal in the first 20 seconds of the second quarter gave me reason to think that maybe the breeze was stronger on the ground and the second quarter would belong to us, WRONG – but we did play more accountable footy.
Half time saw us staring at a 46 point margin, memories of the 93 Prelim Final came back to me – maybe this will be the greatest comeback in Anzac Day history.  Wishful thinking!  This side is not capable of such a comeback, and I think it is clear at the moment that we have taken a step backward.  This game plan we have, once mastered, it will be good fast entertaining and above all win us games, at the moment we are boosting the oppositions confidence and their percentage. Turnovers, badly directed kicks (mainly short) and the habit of handballing to a person that is in more trouble than you is frustrating to say the least.  
Our second quarter was no better than the first, although I did like the move of Dempsey to the forward line.  The backline tried all day under immense pressure caused by our mistakes up field, and now we learn that Pears and Reimers will be out for 6-8 weeks with broken bones in their arm and hand, two players we could not afford to lose, but that opens the door to players like Daniher, Prismall,

Tyson Slattery, Laycock, Neagle and Houli.

This Saturday’s game against Hawthorn is a must win game – it’s Round 6 and a loss could see us say goodbye to any hope of finals action.  Let’s hope that players like Ryder, Hurley, Monfries, McVeigh, Lovett-Murray and Winderlich can all return to form this week.    
GO DONS!
