ROUND 20 – ESSENDON vs COLLINGWOOD

There really is not much to say about the 98 point belting that we received at the hands of the Magpies, there were some honest performances and there were performances to forget…..

So to Henry Slattery for his job on the dangerous Didak, Stuart Crameri for a good first up effort and Jobe Watson who against all odds was able to amass 30+ disposals mostly by hand, which goes to show you that he is carrying a calf injury; you can all hold your head high. I should include David Zaharakis in that group, although he only played 20 minutes he was on fire, having ten disposals until he went off with a medial ligament strain, which effectively ends his year. 
So why did this occur, was it the coaches fault, was it that Collingwood are top and in red hot form, was it that we had 6 first year players on the park, was it that we had a lack of leadership on the field and was it that we had 5 players from our best 22 not playing?  All sound like excuses, but some are reasons for the drubbing...
If you believe it’s the coach, then you are just looking for someone to blame, the reality is that we are a young side with a third of the team only having played a hand full of games, we know that Melksham can be a future star, Howlett and Colyer have been impressive in the mid field at different stages of the year (the Saints game springs to mind ),Hardingham can take a big grab up forward and until the Carlton game was good in front of goal and Crameri and Carlyle both had their first game on the weekend. 
Five of these players will be in our best 22 within 2 years.  If at the start of the year you were to pick our best 22 the names Fletcher, Pears, Welsh, Winderlich, Gumbleton and Prismall would all be in – all did not play against Collingwood, be it because of  injury or form, from these six we have 1/2 the backline ,1/3 of the mid-field and a tall key forward.  To put this in to context take Geelong with say Scarlett, Taylor and Hunt out of their back half, you also take out Bartel and Varcoe from their mid-field and then take out Mooney from their forward line.  You might say there is a bit of difference in talent but the players that our out for us are just as important to us as those 6 for Geelong.  You must give credit to Collingwood they are at the top of their game, only for 10 minutes did we stay with them, this game was not a case of us getting blown away in 1 quarter (such as the previous week) they were far too good, and they looked like a team hungry for the challenges that lie ahead in September.  Having said all that it was still hard to watch…..
  
THE WEEK AHEAD: 
Round 21 and the first time we get to play the Lions, if we are to go on our form against the interstate sides then we will lose as we haven’t beaten a interstate side either away or at home this year, to me the game hinges on will Jonathon Brown play?  They say he is gone for the year so that tips the scale our way.  There will be changes to the side as we need to replace Zaca, hopefully there won't be too many, but above all let’s hope for a 4 quarter effort for our last home game of the year.

Essendon by 11 points.
