Round 6 – Essendon vs Hawthorn 
All the press leading up to this game was centred around the ''line in the sand game" of earlier this century and the Round 22 game of last year, where Lloyd drew his own line, and without his show of leadership we wouldn’t have played off in the finals.  That hip and shoulder on Brad Sewell also lead to the outburst from Campbell Brown and Alistair Clarkson, all pointing to the fact that they would be waiting for the next encounter – quite aptly named Rivalry Round.  
There must have been tension in the air at the "G", both teams on 1 and 4, for the loser, a lot of soul searching and maybe the end of their finals dream and the winner relief for another week.
All eyes must have been on Campbell Brown – who was he to pick up now there was no Lloyd?  Were there to be any fireworks before the bounce?  Maybe a good old fashioned melee?  This was not to happen!  Campbell found himself chasing Red and Black jumpers all night and as for Alistair Clarkson, let me say every time the cameras panned on to the Coach’s Box he had a look on his face that reminded me of the coyote after he realised the roadrunner had beaten him again.    
Now let’s get down to the game……
    
Oh, what a difference a week makes.  You could see early that we came to play.  This week our gang tackling was evident from the start with Alwyn and Gus up forward putting the pressure on the Hawks defence.  This week we weren’t scared to have a shot on goal from the 50 metre line, as Lonergan showed with our first for the night.  As I mentioned about the forward pressure from our small forwards created the turnovers for Alwyn to swoop on and goal.  Alwyn could have finished the first quarter off with 3 goals instead of the one.  We had a dominant midfield all night, Jobe was fantastic, a leaders game, he constantly brought players like Winderlich in to the game.  Winders is a very important player in this side, last week we could see some of his running with the ball and delivery at pace come back to him, this week he took it to another level carrying the ball and delivering the ball to the forwards lace out.  When we are playing like this you cannot help but get excited.  
Hawthorn maybe only had one winner for the night, that was their #23, he kicked 5.4 for the night, but considering that he had bags of 9 against us twice, I thought Hooker was great – he didn’t drop his head once, he made #23 get a lot of his kicks outside the fifty and he was handed one goal on a platter.  The backline I thought worked the best they have this year, let’s say Hooksey broke even with #23, Fletch on Roughead completely cut him out of the game, Atkinson’s run of half back gave us plenty of drive, if you watch Jarrod run his eyes are looking up field not to the side but straight ahead, Dempsey played a game that we have come to expect from him and Slattery and Dempsey completely shut down Rioli from having any influence on the game.  Henry is an honest worker who gets the hardest jobs at times and I think does them well, he has played on Betts, Davis and Rioli and none of them had a major influence on the game.  You could maybe say the he only had his colours lowered in the first game by Byrnes of Geelong.
You would have expected we would have an advantage in ruck, with all the problems the Hawks have had with their ruck man.  Hille was strong all night either in ruck or up forward, his big body crashing through packs, his tackling seen him on a number of occasions win a free kick through holding the ball.  Patty Ryder is getting better and more involved as the season goes on.
I don’t know if Knights had made any changes to the game plan from last week, but gone were the short in close handballing.  We were handballing over there zones to the running player opening the game up, giving us the chance to get back into the corridor, straighten up an deliver to Gumbleton, Hurley and Zaharakis – all have shown us glimpses of  how good this forward line came be.  Hurley appeared to hurt his knee early in the second quarter, but was able to see the game out and still manage to kick 4 goals.  Zaka again had plenty of chances to also get a bag, but as in previous weeks his kicking goes astray.
I think I have just about mentioned everyone – oops I forgot Nate, for this game for him was a return to the form he shown in the later stages of last year.
So far this has been an all positive match review; there were negatives – two reports for the night.  One has since been dropped, that of David Hille, the report on Welsh will cost him maybe 3 weeks.  The disappointing aspect about this is the Andrew is supposed to be one of our on field leaders, so we go into next week with one less senior player and  it was an off the ball incident.  In my book Welshy you have let us down.  We also look as though we will be with out Dyson for a few weeks due to a knee injury.
Final Scores:

Essendon   5.4    7.6   11.9    15.16
                   

Hawthorn   1.3    5.8    9.9      9.9

   
I will finish this of with my comment on the free payed against Slattery for a rushed behind – absolute RUBBISH; the umpire got it completely wrong and has since been dropped from umpiring next week!  This should work in well for him – as he is now available for kiddie’s parties.  He has the red nose, the big cheeks the funny hair, all I can think of he doesn’t have the big red shoes. YOU CLOWN Mc CL####!!!  I stopped short from naming him as I can not afford the $20,000 fine for hurting the CLOWNS feelings – GO DONS!!
 
I must add that these are my opinions not that of the SA BOMBERS.
 

 Click back later this week when we will have a preview of the Port game
Any feedback welcomed.  Reply to:  bradleej@adam.com.au         
Can’t wait to hear from you Scott!
