ROUND 2 – Essendon vs Fremantle
Well, here we go again.  Round 2 already and it couldn’t have come around quick enough.  With a first Round loss to the reigning premiers, Geelong, the Bombers are itching to get their first win of the season and the sooner the better.  The unveiling of the “Lloyd” end at Etihad Stadium to honour one of our true champions, Matthew Lloyd and to play against an ex-Bomber Adam McPhee where Bomber supporters are dubbing this one the “McFlee” Cup.  This match holds the ingredience of being a great game to watch….
To get the boys pumped, Lloydy himself came out and gave the boys a heartfelt speech, before our skipper Jobe Watson won the toss of the coin.  McPhee’s first touch was met with boos from the crowd and his match up Dustin Fletcher gave him a bump he would like to forget causing him to lose possession of the ball. The first goal of the match was a scramble with David Zaharakis soccering it off the ground giving the first score to the Bombers.  The crowd were absolutely giving it to McPhee making sure he was feeling most unwelcome in his once ago, Bomber territory.  The first quarter was a see-sawing affair with the Docker’s skipper Matthew Pavlich spoiling a couple of great chances by playing on and Essendon’s defensive pressure making sure they didn’t turn out to be goals.  The highlight was Scott Gumbleton taking a great grab in front to finish the quarter off with a terrific goal and putting the Bombers back in the lead and giving himself the world of confidence.
1st Quarter:

Bombers        
3        4        22
Dockers          
3        2        20

“Zaka” kicks an exciting opening goal of the 2nd quarter bringing his total up to 2 goals.  McPhee kicks his first kick outside on the full with boos from the crowd before his kick and cheers after, it was looking like he was in for a long afternoon. Chris Tarrant for Freo kicks the Dockers first goal for the quarter after Mark Williams gave away the free kick.  Our ever reliable skipper, Jobe Watson kicks a much needed goal.  Courtenay Dempsey gets sent off after being reported for striking Ballantyne.  The highlight for us was “Fletch” using his “go-go gadget” arms and stopping a certain goal for Fremantle.  Bombers still manage to keep their lead but only by 4 points.  The 1st half being a tight arm wrestle setting the match up for a great 2nd half.

2nd Quarter:

Bombers          
6        10        46

Dockers           
6
 6        42

The second half started with the way we didn’t want with Ballantyne kicking the 1st goal of the quarter for the Dockers.  Their new recruit Barlow gave them their second.  Our Angus Monfries, otherwise known as “Gus” stopped their run by kicking the Bomber’s first goal of the quarter and bringing his tally up to 2 goals. Freo kicks the next one while the Bombers were missing plenty of opportunities. “Spike” McVeigh kicks an ever important goal for Essendon and his first for the season after coming back from being suspended for Round One.  Brent Prismall proving to be a handy pick up, finishes the quarter off with a left footer goal for the Bombers.  The Dockers started to dominate the second half by kicking 5 goals to 3 in the third quarter.
3rd Quarter:

Bombers          
9        13        67

Dockers          
11       10        76

The final quarter is a “Do or Die” quarter for the Bombers if they want to win a match for the first time in 2010.  Ballantyne for the Dockers is proving to be Essendon’s nightmare kicking another goal for Freo and the first for the last quarter, not the start the Bombers wished for. Mundy kicked another inspirational goal for Freo, running it out from half back and kicking it from outside 50 metres. Sandilands, being the giant he is, took an easy overhead mark over Paddy Ryder.  Things were starting to look very grim for Essendon.  Silvagni for Fremantle kicks yet another one, hammering the nails in our coffin.  Things went from bad to worse.  It was a day we would like to forget where the Dockers came out Victors by 44 points. 
The Dockers can hold their heads up high after earning their long awaited victory in Victoria at our expense.  The road ahead of us looks very long indeed with the Blues, Pies, Eagles in WA and Hawks in the next four weeks.  We need to finish our games off a lot stronger and convert our opportunities in front of goal if we want to give ourselves any chance of playing in this year’s finals.  The positives out of today were our young guns Zaharakis and Ben Howlett, who both made good use of the ball in crucial moments.  Scott Gumbleton was also playing with more confidence and took a couple of good grabs to finish off with 2 goals proving he has the potential of being our next dominant forward.  Our poor disposals, wasted opportunities for goal and fading out in the last half like the first round, lost us a game that many say we should have won.
Final Quarter:
Bombers           
9        15        69

Dockers           
17       11       113    

