ROUND 4 – Essendon vs West Coast

West Coast registered its first win of the season in emphatic fashion, cruising to a 23 point triumph over a lack lustre Essendon at Subiaco Oval on Friday night.

A dominant six goals to zero in the second term effectively killed off the contest as the Eagles made the most of a 39 point buffer at half time.

The ruck combination of veteran Dean Cox and explosive youngster Nic Naitanui was a match winning one, as the West Coast midfielders took advantage of the dynamic duos lop sided count of hit-outs to advantage.

Cox looked like his old self with a massive 30 hit outs and a terrific snapped goal while Naitanui had the local fans out of their seats every time he was near the ball.

The 19 year old showed his freakish athleticism in the ruck, often winning his own ball both in the air and at ground level before bounding away with a combination of his now famous power and speed which has him earmarked as future superstar.

Matt Priddis was a star ball winner with 14 contested possessions out of 30 alongside Andrew Embley who racked up 28 touches for the match.

West Coast's forward line regained some structure with Mark LeCras and Josh Kennedy kicking four and three goals respectively.

While Essendon ruckmen Paddy Ryder and David Hille were no match for their imposing opponents around the ground the Bombers did themselves no favours with a horrendous turnover rate on the big Subiaco ground.

Going into the contest Essendon had won just twice from 14 matches in Perth against the Eagles and it had no chance of correcting that record with an indecisive and stagnant performance.

Captain Jobe Watson managed 34 disposals for the Bombers but struggled to find any decent help through the midfield.

Last week Eagles coach John Worsfold lambasted his side for basic skill errors and costly turnovers in the loss to North Melbourne and that trend looked like continuing in the first term.

Despite West Coast dominating the early stages the Bombers kicked three of the last four majors to end the first quarter just four points behind.

But West Coast arrested their errant disposals and hit the gas in the second term, blowing the Dons out of the water to post the highest score to half-time by any team so far this season.

It was the same old story for Matthew Knights' men, who have struggled to stem big flow of goals in their disappointing 1-3 start to the season.

It is something that will need to be addressed with next week's Anzac Day clash with Collingwood kicking off a tough upcoming schedule.

West Coast extended its lead to 45 points at the last change and ran out comfortable victors despite being outscored five goals to two in its latest final quarter fade out this year.
Final Scores:  EAGLES  15.11 (101) to ESSENDON  11.12 (78) 

Game Summary: 

Essendon once again shows that there attitude on the road is below standards acquired to play at this level, coaches and players give too much lip-service to their fans, so no wonder why fans get upset with performances like this.  At the end of the day players and coaches are judge by their performances on the footy ground.  This week’s Anzac game will be the perfect example of what the player’s attitude they take into the game and into the coming weeks. 

