ROUND 16 & 17 – ESSENDON vs WEST COAST & NORTH MELBOURNE

Let’s touch on the West Coast game briefly, two words come to mind and they are rock bottom.  We played the bottom team on our piece of turf and got done. I’ve said it before there is something about playing a interstate club, 0 from 6 attempts, at least three of these game you would of pencilled in for a win at the start of the year, that would of taken our win / loss ratio to 9-11and with a bit of luck with injuries up in Sydney we would still be in the box seat to play finals. 
The reality is completely different, there are supporters calling for the Coach's head, a former Coach sticking his nose in and the Media putting out their opinion of the playing list.  The way I see it is that the road ahead is still bumpy, but all the ingredients for a successful future are there, the true supporters can see that.  With time comes maturity for both players and supporters, there’s nothing wrong with passion it just needs to be positive passion, by all means have a say!  But people listen more to constructive criticism than destructive and some people seem to convey hate towards certain players on the Essendon website.  Take the crap that they write about Henry Slattery, my view is that the bloke that kicked 12 for the Eagles wouldn't have got half that if Henry had played, he might not be a poster boy but he does the job.  I think I have strayed of the subject of the loss to the Eagles a bit, in my eyes our biggest problem is our decision making, a skill that takes time but will the Coaching staff be given that time?  I hope so.
After a week of being kicked when you are down, thank god for Akermanis!  With the story of the week coming from the Whitten Oval and not Windy Hill, our players were given some breathing space to concentrate on North Melbourne.  

Both sides had something to prove, Essendon to regain that winning feeling and North to possibly sneak into the 8.  The crowd of around 30,000 was a little disappointing as was the 26,000 the previous week, you could put this down to our poor recent form but I would like to think that we are not a fickle bunch of supporters. 
One sensed that this could be a night for bagging Knights, any bad hand pass, kick or turnover it was all the coaches fault, well let me tell you that the 22 players all stood up, the 3 point margin in our favour flattered North in my eyes.  

We were the better team on the night, maybe North did have their injury problems before the game, so did we!  You can't tell me that the Captain is not playing injured, Jobe was still able to find the ball on 38 occasions, not all text book disposals but he led from the front.  Jason Winderlich had a broken hand mid way through the second quarter but that didn't slow him down.  Pat Ryder put on a lion hearted effort in ruck against some giants in the North line up, Howlett, Reimers and Davey were using the pace to advantage up forward. The backline was well lead by Michael Hurley, his attack on the ball and disposal was great to watch, hopefully centre half back is where he stays, Bachar Houli returned to the A’s and this time he was given time in the middle and up forward, and when it counted he put two balls perfectly into the path of a leading forward, both resulting in vital goals.  

Courtney Dempsey was fantastic, he had been down in confidence over the last six weeks and his two chase-down from behind tackles were inspirational, not to mention game saving, especially the tackle on Harvey at the 30 minute mark of the last quarter.  

With all the good things to say about the game, the down side was that the only way North was to win the game was going to be from a Essendon turnover, they scored two goals in the frantic last 10 minutes from Stanton turnovers, if there is a guy down on confidence it would be Brent, but like they say form is only a week away.  We are still our worst enemy in turnovers, but like someone in the crowd said, imagine how good we will be when it all comes offhand there will be a day….
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Have we seen the birth of a star?  Kyle Hardingham, with four goals on debut, the impressive way he moved around the forward line, his leap and the use of his body to position himself in the marking contest something we have been lacking since Mark Mercuri retired.  Plus I don't think I have seen a happier fella come off the field, he was on cloud nine slapping hands with the crowd, in fact he was so high that he had to be called back on to the field so they could walk off the field as a team together. 

  
The Week Ahead:
Saint Kilda at the Dome Friday night, I won't get carried away with last week, Saint Kilda is in a different league to North, even though we have taken the points in the last two encounters, I don't think we can do it again, hopefully Hille is ready to return as we need a second ruck, Hooksy tries hard but is prone to a mistake or two at times, he seems to be this teams Kevin Walsh, Winderlich goes out with a broken hand his replacement will come from Lovett- Murray, Lonergan or Melksham.  If we go down by under 30 points and everyone puts in and I can walk over the footbridge thinking they put up an improved effort, then I'll take that.

                                                                                 
Go Dons!!
