ROUND 22 – ESSENDON vs WESTERN BULLDOGS

I think it’s hard to put in to words the disappointment I felt over the weekend of our last game for Season 2010 against the Bulldogs.  

Firstly the performance on the field - although we went down to the Bullies by 29 points, the players that took the field gave their all.  

Only for a short period of time between mid way through the first quarter to early into the second were we found wanting, the Bullies were able to get on to a run of six goals without reply effectively giving them enough breathing space to just do what they had to – to win, they had the finals to think of, our players only had their pride to contend with.  
To go down to a top four side by under 5 gaols with 7 first year players in the side, two players on the bench in Hooker and Lonergan with injuries, not to take anymore more part in the game was not a bad effort.  Jetta, Howlett and Hardingham when moved to half back were impressive, but in the cold light of the day it was another loss, and in the eyes of some supporters the final straw. 
Which brings me to the more disturbing point of the sacking of the Coach!
It actually came as a shock to me, I didn't think for a minute that the club would act so quickly, all the talk about a end of season review was a load of bull, a smoke screen that the Board, C.E.O. and President gave to Knights to buy them time.

Money talks my friends, and the fact that Saturday’s crowd of 27,000 was the lowest Essendon has played in front of at the Dome, a drop in membership of around 10,000 would be a disaster, the possible pullout of sponsors and members of the various Coterie groups having their say must of had the board running scared. 
The easy option was to sack Knights, an option in allot of people’s minds for 3 years ever since he was appointed, but should he be solely to blame?  

I am a long time believer that there wasn't the right mix in the Coaches Box, not a hard nut among them.  Campo was a sheep dog who ran around packs and received, Prescott a nice bloke but was he able to tell Knighta that the game plan wasn't working even GO’D who has said he has no ambition to be a head Coach.  That leaves Richardson who has put his hand up to take over.  Does his game plan differ from Knighta’s?  If so then there could have been some friction and difference of opinions. 
What about the Players?  From about round 5 there were rumours of disharmony

among the playing group, leading up to round 20 with rumours that 10 players wanted to leave Windy Hill.  There is no question in my mind that there were games where the Players didn't turn up or went missing, (against Carlton in the last quarter).WHY??  

The answers to these questions, we the supporters that put our money in each year will never know.   So in MY eyes Knights was the scapegoat, and was probably on a highway to nowhere from the time he was appointed, but one thing he has done is expose the youth of the club to the big time, and the future will tell the story.  If Players like Hurley, Melksham, Hardingham, Colyer, Crameri, Hooker, Howlett, Gumbleton, Carlisle and Modigliani all line up in our 17th Premiership.
Last word goes to the Board, the people that we elect, the people we trust with the running the Great Essendon Football Club – you have sacked 2 Coaches in the last 3 1/2 years!!  Maybe you could inform them before the media does, absolutely despicable that the media could be informed before the Coach, regardless if you agree with the decision or not Knighta deserved better.
Finally, let me point out that this is MY opinion not that of the SA Bombers, I know that there are people in the group that supports the decision and those like me that don’t, let’s hope that the next person that is appointed to the role of head Coach can unite all .
This being the last of the write up for this year.  From time to time there will be new updates about what’s new with the SA Bombers, so keep this website bookmarked.

The first will be the date of the A.G.M, so anyone interested in joining the Committee please keep checking in from time to time.
GO DONS!!                                                                                                     bradleej@adam.com.au
