ROUND 10 – Essendon vs Western Bulldogs

The game against the Bullies I thought was dominated by Essendon’s hard running and hard tackling, although we dominated the first quarter we still went into the break all tied up.

All the hard work we put in, only to see the Bulldogs score 3 goals from our turnovers.  David Myers, Heath Hocking and Sam Lonergan all started well, the only bad point other than the turnovers is we don't seem to back ourselves inside the 50 metre arc.
The second quarter saw us put on 4-3, this was again caused by players like Jarrod Atkinson, whose pressure early in the quarter caused Davey’s first goal.  Hille in the ruck was carrying on his good form of late; his ruck work which created a goal to Monfries was first class.  Dempsey off the half back line was instrumental in rebounding and setting up forward thrust.  David Zaharakis up forward, although a bit quieter than previous weeks, took 2 really strong grabs that stood out.  As in the first term we weren’t always making the most of our inside 50’s – well not until Spike showed how to deliver a pass lace out to Gumby and not only once, his pass to Zaca in the 3rd quarter was a pleasure to watch.  We went into the half time break 7 points up, not a true indication of the game.
The 3rd term was where we were able to set up the win.  We kicked 5 goals for the term to set up a lead of 26 points.  Our fast out of the blocks approach enabled us to score early goals in all quarters and ensure that the Bulldogs were playing catch up football all night.  To often the Bullies high profile players were spraying their disposals all over the place – why was this? Because if they took a millisecond too long to dispose of the ball, players like Jetta, Davey and Myers were making them pay.  One instance of this is the run down from behind by David Myers of Hill, he applied the pressure and got rewarded with a holding the ball decision.  That’s the kind of spirit the whole team is showing at the moment.  For the 4th week in a row our two ruckman David Hille and Patty Ryder have been everywhere, kicking goals, taking contested marks and crashing packs and I still think Pat has so much more to offer.
The last quarter we again got out of the blocks early.  Lovett-Murray was starting to become more influential on the game, Gumby up forward finished off with 3 goals, at one stage we got out to a 38 point lead with 20 minutes to play, then we stopped.  The Bullies kicked 6 goals to narrow the margin to 9 points.  My view is we did the hard work and yes we were running out of steam, but not enough to let them steal our VICTORY!
       
ESSENDON    
3.2    7.5    12.6    15.9.99
Bulldogs     

3.2    6.4     8.4     14.6.90
Best Players:  Two players I have not mentioned, Jobe Watson and Jason Winderlich.  Jobe plays the game each week that we expect from him; he really is one of the AFL’s elite players.  As for Winders, he has taken his game to a new level, hopefully his injury problems are behind him, because he is the match that sets us alight.  Brent Stanton got plenty of the ball, I thought in the first quarter he burnt the ball a few times, but as the game went on he was able to set up a lot of plays from the back lines.  Leroy Jetta for the second week in a row, along with Alwyn Davey were like steel claws – once they got you they weren’t going to let go.  Both were able to create opportunities in the forward line through the pressure that they applied.  I just wish Leroy would be a little bit selfish and kick a bag for himself.  Special mention also to Hocking, Myers, Dempsey and Howlett.
 5 and 5 back on a even keel, 4 weeks ago with 2 games against top 4 sides to come, you could be forgiven for thinking the end is nigh, but there is something special growing about this side.  Of the 10 games only in 2 of the games we weren’t competitive – they being West Coast and Collingwood.  In the Freo game we went AWOL half way through the third quarter, in the Port game we let that one get away and in the Geelong game we were competitive, even had the lead out to 20points during the 3rd term.  So I don’t think it is a real surprise we beat the Bullies.  Our form leading up to the game has been good, 4 out of 5 wins, you could say we are playing consistent football and with 12 rounds left our future is in our hands and now we are in the eight. 
THE WEEK AHEAD:  The next assignment is Sydney in Sydney, our interstate record is not flash, but we have won 4 of the last 5 at the SCG.  Sydney have their problems, losing the past couple of games and with Bradshaw, Bolton and Keneally out the odds turn our way.  We look like maybe one forced change with Fletch reported for tripping (incredibly unfair), ready for selection is: Welsh, Reimers, Dyson, Slattery and Melksham.  I don’t know who will cover Fletch, but I know it will be a long time around the selection table, either way I think we are in good enough form to beat the Swans and climb another rung on the ladder.  ESSENDON by 23 points.
                                    
GO DONS!!
