ROUND 15 – Essendon vs Melbourne
Let me start by taking you back to last Sunday, the day after the Crows debacle.  The S.A Bombers put on a breakfast function for 160 people at the Hilton Hotel Adelaide.  

The mood of the place was a little sombre to start of with; this was due to two factors, the result and the early start.  People started to liven up when they saw the first of our guests arrive that being Angus Monfries, who was kind enough to spend two hours chatting and having his photo taken with the masses.  

The formal part to the function started at 9 o'clock when our M.C. for the event, Terry McAuliffe interviewed both Gus and Alan Richardson, after a brief pause Paul Hamilton took the stage and presented debut jumpers to 4 past players, they being Kieran Sporn, Andrew Underwood, Jonathon Robran and Tony Antrobus, all spoke fondly of there time at the Bombers and all seemed quite touched too.

Just before 10am all the players started to roll in, as you would expect not a lot of happy face’s, Terry interviewed Jobe, Tyson and Henry before the crowd swamped the players for autographs and photos, the players had 25 minutes with the crowd before they had to go, I think everyone was happy with the accessibility they had to the players, and I know the players left in a better mood than they had arrived in. 
Once the players had left the auctions started, among the items auctioned was framed signed 2010 jumper, a back to back signed Jamie Cooper lithograph, and signed jumpers all fetching a good price, raffles for signed footys were drawn and the door prize of a boxed Fletcher wine was given out, a big thanks must go to Andrew Underwood for donating one of the auction items. 
To sum it all up a good time was had by all.  Thanks must go to Essendon, the Hilton and the Paradise Community Church for providing the “background music”, special thanks goes to the S.A Bombers Committee, especially Kerree who went beyond the call of duty, and a mental note for next time, Jimmy your not in charge of pumping up the footys. 
Photos from the function should be on the website soon, and any feed back from those that attended would be great.

    
This now takes me to my second part, the game against Melbourne.  The big interest was in how the team would react to the previous week’s poor showing and all the scrutiny that the media had placed on them. 
There wasn't a real feel before the match, but after the match, OH BOY!  Let me start with the umpires, to give so many 50 metre penalties away regardless if they were there or not made a joke of the game, I don't bag umpires, and I don't blame umpires for the result but gee these three clowns made the whole experience of going to the footy feel meaningless. 
To me the game was gone half way through the second quarter, you could see the way the game was unfolding and it wasn't pretty, seven 50 metres against us cost goals, you would think that the players would of learnt from the previous week with this rule, but computer said no. 
Matters only got worse when they gave the free against Colyer, resulting in a

goal to Watts, exactly what for?  How about the holding the ball against Lonergan, could someone show me which Melbourne player laid a tackle, the result from that decision, a goal. 
I didn't see any real grunt from the players, maybe the harder they tried the more they got penalised.  In the player’s defence losing Gumbleton before the game was a huge blow.  Leaving us with only the one big marking option down forward, I thought Neagle was a trier all day, if only the players up field would get the ball in to him quicker.  We seemed to be falling in to old habits again too, when inside fifty why don't we have the confidence to go back and have a shot, Brad Green had no problems but Winderlich maybe 35 metres out goes for a short pass to Ryder, Pat didn't take the grab (had one arm held) but if he had he wouldn't of been in any better position, so why pass in the first place.  Winderlich and Watson were two that stood out for the day.  It must also be hard not going in to game with a settled line up, I think there was five changes to the side this week, now that the finals are gone lets stick with a settled line up and see how it goes for a few weeks, give Houli more of a chance.  With Fletcher back give Tyson Slattery another go, Fletch and Hooks would take the pressure off him allowing him to show us more. Is there a place for Prismall? I think there is, but let him be more attacking with his kicks, Reimers must stay in the side over the remaining rounds.  I have a question mark over Welsh, is he quick enough?  Davey needs in these remaining seven weeks to become a small forward like Milne or Betts, but for this to happen the game plan needs to be tinkered with.  It is easy to sit back an give my opinion, and it is only my opinion, I am not one of the many that left the M.C.G calling for Knights blood, I don't want my club to become a Richmond or Saint Kilda, sack the coach at the earliest possible moment, the 2000 side didn't just happen, it took 5-6 years to put together, so I would rather put up with the short term pain because in the big picture we will be a power house again.

THE WEEK AHEAD: 
West Coast at home, I am not going to make a prediction on this game only to say that if we lose there will be some very unsavoury incidents at the Dome, by this I mean there will be supporters that throw in the memberships, I have seen supporters throw scarfs, memberships and thrown abuse at the players as they walk off, to me is not supporting, but if we don't come to play then I might start to believe some of the rumours that are doing the rounds. 

