ROUND 14 – Essendon vs Adelaide

I do not know what to say, I think I am still in a state of shock or stunned disappointment. The optimist in me did not see this coming, but the realist did. The optimist part believes we are still in the race for the finals, the realist knows no matter how hard it is to take the dream of back to back final appearances is over. Do we really deserve to be in the finals race anyway; to often this year we have been M I A at vital times during games and on at least three occasions, Collingwood, West Coast and now Adelaide we didn’t come to play at all. 
Take our latest game against Adelaide, coming of a weeks break and being such an important game and we serve up that kind of RUBBISH. At no time of the game we were competitive, maybe we did out score the Crows in the third term, but the game was gone, long gone! In my opinion our biggest problem is our decision making skills, we can be first in the league for tackles and in the top five for contested possessions, which means we can win the ball, OK we just don’t know how to use it, or maybe our opponents lets us do the hard work in getting the pill, because they know we are so sloppy in our disposal. I have used the word turn over’s so many times this season, maybe I use the word give over’s, let’s face it we give the ball away to easy. We can pick our opponent out from 40mtr and hit him on the chest no problems, but put the ball out front of a leading forward no chance. There is no point in naming names as the whole team is in it together, the only highlight for the night was the Gumbleton mark, hopefully a glimpse of more to come. Good efforts for the night were from Hocking and Hooker.

    
THE WEEK AHEAD: 
Melbourne at the G on Sunday, you would think our players would be in a better state of mind, with the heat being put on the team through the media this week they should come out firing. Monfries comes back into the side after his hammy also Dempsey, Colyer, Dyson, Howlett and Neagle back in the as for the first time since round one. With all these changes it doesn’t make up for not having Fletch or Pears, Hurley will have to play back this week, more run on the wings with Jetta and Dempsey and more rebound with Reimers and McVeigh on the Half Backs. To me this looks a more attacking side and with an even spread of experience across the ground. IT must be disappointing for Tyson Slattery to be omitted after his first game, but what about Houli? He has to be scratching his head and wondering about his future. Quinny had to go; his journey in the A.F.L is still a long one. 
MY TIP:

With the 2000 reunion that night I think the team can come up with a win, I like some of the positional changes to the side, so the optimist in me said 35 pts, the realist thinks 2pts.    
GO DONS!!
