ROUND 1 – ESSENDON vs GEELONG

The long wait is over; Round 1 has finally arrived, Friday night footy at the M.C.G against the reining premiers Geelong.  No bigger task in football at the moment and we get them first up.

With our new captain winning the toss it was game on, and the pressure was on from the start.  We were in there battling to win the hard ball, our first score came from a running shot from Stanton, but only a point was the result.  Our first goal was soon to follow kicked by Watson, unfortunately turn overs from our foot skills hurt causing more pressure on our backline than there should have been.  Tait Pears and Cale Hooker stood tall and repelled Geelong on a number of occasions, but could not stop us going into the quarter time break 2 points down.      

Essendon 2.3.15

Geelong 2.5.17

The second term started with another turnover by foot, which resulted in a Cats goal.  In a low scoring defensive game both teams were applying plenty of pressure and someone needed to put their hand up, enter Alwyn Davey with two goals in about three minutes – we were starting to get on top.  Hille, Prismall and Stanton were getting the ball out of centre; Dempsey was attacking off half back, Pears and Hooker were strong in defence; suddenly we raced to a 17 point lead. Opportunities to Prismall and Davey – both kicking points from what should have been goals were crucial misses midway through the quarter.  You could feel that Geelong would hit back, and they did a string of four goals on the trot, one from a free kick against Fletcher for a deliberate out of bounce.  What more could Fletch do! and a non decision against Johnston who should have been caught holding the ball by Reimers late in the quarter, but somehow not penalised (RUBBISH).  This saw the Cats go into half time 4 points up.

Essendon 7.9.51

Geelong 8.7.55

This is the closest we have been to Geelong for 4 years.  Can we continue this in the second half?
The third term opens with both excitement and fear.  Will we stay in the contest and continue to pressure the Cats, or would we get tired and watch the Cats run over the top of us?  An early goal to Fletch and some quick exciting ball movement saw us race out to a 24 point lead at the 15 minute mark.  Welsh, Dempsey, Hooker and Stanton were all getting on top of their opponents.  Howlett with his first goal and Zacha bobbing up with important touches, you could see the players belief grow, as they not only stood up to Geelong’s intimidation, but started to take the upper hand.  Again, we get to that point in the quarter were you expect Geelong to hit back, and as in the 2nd quarter we build up a lead and watch them run us down.  Was there a turning point?  Well Neagle’s mark and play on only to get caught holding the ball 30 metres from goal maybe? Geelong started a run on again in the time on period of the quarter, to leave us with a 6 point lead heading into the last quarter.

Essendon 11.14.80

Geelong 11.8.74

The last term opens with a quick goal to the Cats, not what we wanted.  Can we respond?  These are the challenges we need, but unfortunately we could not – 

again our skills let us down.  Dropped marks to both Neagle and Dyson were costly; Geelong had banged on 8 goals to our 2 for the quarter. 
FINAL SCORES  
Geelong 19.11.125

Essendon 13.16.94

One less scoring shot than Geelong, missed shots are missed opportunities. Good Players:  Stanton, Prismall, Zaharakis, Hooker and Howlett.

POSITIVES:  David Hille, who will only get better for the run (lets hope the tribunal think he has missed enough football).
The Question:  Have we improved?  Too early to tell, players set themselves
for big games, and we have had 5 months to prepare for Geelong, so you would expect a good performance, but we still let ourselves down with foot skills and decision making at crucial times.

I myself believe we are on the right track, and with the return of key players over the next 3 weeks and more input from Williams, Gumbleton, Winderlich and Davey we can prove alot of the so called experts WRONG.

Next week Against Freo will be a better indication of were we are at.

So until next week – GO DONS!
