ROUND 3 – Essendon vs Carlton

Hi again and welcome to the Round 3 write up.
Let’s start with last Thursday at the selection table.  After the disappointing loss to Freo, there had to be changes and there was!  
Spike and Gus were both out with injuries and omitted were Prismall, Howlett, Meyers and Davey.  Into the side come Reimers, Lonergan, Houli and the return from suspension of Lovett-Murray, as well as 2 newcomers for their first game in Jake Melksham and Travis Colyer. 
The dropping of Prismall and Howlett was a bit of a head scratcher, as Prismall’s stats suggested he got plenty of the ball, but tended to be less effective with his disposals in the second half, and Howlett’s first couple of games showed he can win the ball and run through the lines, but against Freo his defensive running showed at times a lack of desire.  Alwyn was a different story, after his first 2 games it was always going to be a line ball decision and Knights showed that 2 bad games doesn’t entitle you to a third.  We know Alwyn is an explosive player, but we need him to be a more consistent player over 4 quarters not just make a cameo in 1 quarter for 2 minutes and not be seen again.
That takes us to the game Round 3 against Carlton, and having looked at the team line up, I had doubts as to where the goals were to come from.  No one on the forward line had proved themselves at this stage and having the ruckman rotate through the forward lines has proved fruitless also at this stage.  Having said that our first goal came from a mark by Patty in the goal square, goals from Reimers, Zaharakis and Lovett-Murray saw us get out to a 20 point lead.  As in previous games we failed to go on with it and let Carlton hit back and take a slender lead into the second quarter.
The Second quarter is where we should have killed the game off but 2-8 for the quarter left the door open.  Again, it’s the same mistakes and I know we have to make these mistakes to improve, but some of the field kicking and shots on goal were amateur stuff.  Zacs kicking for goal 1-4 for the night, don’t get me wrong Zaca is heading in the write direction and it won’t be long before he kicks bags of 3-4 goals consistently with his ability to find space and become another lead up forward.  Also in the second quarter we saw Mark Williams come into the game, kicking his first league goal in the red and black.  Good signs were shown from Melksham, with clean hands and good foot skills, the kind of encouraging signs you want to see from a first round draft pick.  BUT instead of going into the half time break 5 goals up we were only 10 points up, not enough reward for the great work the backline was doing.  Fletcher, Hooker and Pears were on top of their opponents, Dempsey was getting better and cleaner with his disposals as the game went on, Henry Slattery was holding his own against Carlton’s game breaker in Eddie Betts.  It seemed we have all the answers…..
The second half started and it was Carlton’s turn to be off target, with 1-6 to our 2-2, not a high scoring quarter, there were probably more clangers than clean disposals, and lets not forget the two clangers the umpires made, they could be forgiven for not paying holding the ball against Pears, but the free against Lonergan not only cost us a goal it also killed off the drop kick under pressure.  Reimers and Lonergan were both lively, Sam is an honest player and Kyle is the X-factor type, two players you need in this side.  Scott Gumbleton was working hard as a main target up forward.  We were able to extend our half time lead by 2 points going into the last quarter.
This game could go down to the wire, or we could blow them away.  I didn’t think we would lose from this position.  Jobe was leading from the front, getting his hand on the ball and making the play.  Travis Colyer was showing he may be short in size but big on speed.  Willo added two for the quarter, including a gem from the boundary line, taking his total for the night to 4 goals.  Reimers added 2 for a return of 3 goals.  We were able to get out to a 20 point lead and hold it for our first win of the year.
ESSENDON  
4.2
7.10
9.12 
13.17 95
Carlton        

4.5    
6.6      7.12 
10.15 75

Best:  Fletcher, Pears, Hooker, Lovett-Murray, Watson

I don’t think it will be long before we have our BREAKOUT game, a game where almost everything goes right, and then listen to the doubters change their tune.  Off to Perth this Friday to play the West Coast and it looks like we may see the return of Michael Hurley to the line up, which will strengthen the forward line. This time we go to Perth with a far different looking side from the one that lost in the N.A.B Cup.  I still don’t think we will go in as favourites, but I do believe we can cause an upset.  So until next week………          
GO DONS!!!
