ROUND 19 – ESSENDON vs CARLTON
From chocolates to boiled lollies in one week, after our stunning victory over the Saints we follow that up with a big letdown against Carlton. 
For the first eight minutes of the game we looked the goods with goals to Reimers and Monfries, we were gang tackling and caused turnovers and creating excitement throughout the crowd, but the first eight minutes was to be the only time we would be in control of the game, from there on we were chasing jumpers and playing catch up footy, but the surprising thing is we still looked the better side. 
Mistakes from hand, mistakes from foot and mistakes in front of goal were very costly, Prismall on Judd was a failure, if Pris had used the ball more effectively then maybe it would of been a different story, 5 turnovers in the first term, you could see his confidence dwindling and just when you think he has no chances left, he kicks a gem from a acute angle.  Jobe was again in the thick of thing but let’s himself down when passing into the corridor, not that he is the only one.  I don't think I or any other supporter will get used to the amount of times we handball, it does look exciting at times, but more often than not we over do it. 
The absence of Gumbleton through a nasty rib injury was felt, there was no confidence to go through centre half forward, hell there was no confidence to kick from fifty out.  This seems to be a set play outside fifty when in doubt handball to a player near and with momentum his kick should cross the goal line.... WRONG!!  If this is to become a set play then bring back Scott Lucas because the way I see it we have two players that can kick over fifty metres and they are both in our backline. 
Our forward line needs to build up there leg muscles, Zaharakis, Davey and Monfries struggle when around the fifty line, and I don't think I need to tell you about our goal kicking goal, Hardingham with 2.5, missed shots that you would say that a player that reaches this level should nail, the good thing with Kyle is he still had 7 shots on goal and only in his third game.  Neagle kicked 3 points, admittingly he had a goal not given but his first two shots on goal were wayward.... not like Jay. 
I don't think I also need to talk about the last quarter, only that we were down to one on the bench with injuries to Davey, Fletcher and Winderlich – all of whom will not line up against Collingwood this week.  All in all it was a disappointing night, what started off looking like our third win in a row ended in shock at a 76 point defeat.  On nights like these you tend to forget the players that tried all night, so to Ben Howlett Travis Colyer and Michael Hurley - kudos for your effort.

 

THE WEEK AHEAD: 
Another Friday night, and the first in six weeks that I will be watching from the couch, Collingwood top of the ladder and just coming off a win against Geelong.  The only reason I can see for even thinking we have a chance is the fact we are so unpredictable, and we have been like that for two years, but even if we do pull of a great victory it will be because of the effort Collingwood put in against Geelong the week before.  I hate to pick against us but honestly there is a reason they are top and we are looking at a date to start pre-season.  Fletcher, Winderlich and Davey out with injury and Houli and Prismall dropped probably due to turnovers.  In my heart it says Essendon by 1 point, but my head gives Collingwood the choccies by 54 points.

